PACE WITH LOVE – 2009 WAH YAN WALKATHON
Om 18th October, 2009, we kicked off the 85th and 90th anniversaries celebrations of Wah Yan College Kowloon and Hong Kong respectively with the Pace with Love – 2009 Wah Yan Walkathon.  

With God’s blessing, we had a very sunny day (it was raining for a few days prior to the Walkathon day) and there were close to 1,800 people participating in the event including walkers, helpers and officers.  Many past students, current students, teachers, staff and their families and friends came to celebrate our schools’ Big Day!  We were honored to have Hon. Donald Tsang, Chief Executive, as the Guest of Honor, Fr. Provincial, and other VIP’s including Fathers and past students to officiate the Opening Ceremony.  Of course, many happy faces were waiting in anticipation in the football field at WYK for the starting of the long walk from WYK to WYHK.  

The planned route was similar to what we had for the Walkathon in 2007. With the exception that there was an exhibition set up at the TST Centenary Garden displaying the histories of both Wah Yans from their dates of birth to the present. The exhibition was valued greatly.  Along the route, we had many uniform students guiding the walkers and that was much appreciated.

The first batch of walkers arrived at WYHK around 10:30 a.m. and the last batch came before 12:30 p.m.  All participants were full of joys and happiness even though they had to walk over 90 mins from Kowloon to Hong Kong Island.  In order to show our appreciation for the walkers’ supports and contributions, we organized a series of entertainment at WYHK including singing, dancing, Chinese orchestra, Kung Fu, etc. We were grateful for our guest performers from St. Paul’s Convent School and St. Stephen’s Girls School who had provided splendid performances for the occasion. It did bring a lot of great memories to the past students on the joint school functions we had during their school years.  Furthermore, all participants were able to enjoy free sandwiches, cookies and drinks while enjoying the shows until almost 2:00 p.m.  There were a number of booths as organized by the parents and students for various types of exhibitions.  We have brought back many good memories to our past students at the end.
In addition, we were delighted that the event has raised close to HK$880,000 for both Wah Yans.  Although fund raising was not the key element for the anniversaries celebration, many current and past students and parents were actively supporting us by making decent contributions, which indeed can help both schools grow stronger and healthier.

Lastly, as I mentioned at the Opening Ceremony, from the bottom of my heart, I hope that the two Wah Yans have many 85th and 90th anniversaries to come and we can educate many more successful men to continue our contribution to our society and country.
