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Wahyanites is an official newsletter published by the 'Wah Yan (Hong Kong) Past Students Association Ltd.' aiming at promoting communication among
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ANNUAL BALL 1999
By Peter Tam

The eagerly-awaited annual ball will be

held at the Hong Kong Country Club on

T h u r s d a y ,  2 3  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 9 .

Admission price is HK$ 750 per person.

We promise  tha t  there  wi l l  be  lo t s  o f

fun and enter ta inment .  Le t ' s  take  th i s

great  opportuni ty to celebrate the turn

of  the mil lenium together.  For  enquiry

o r  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e

fol lowing persons:

Mr. Peter Tam (Tel: 2376-1113; Fax: 2882-1434)
Mr. Michael Au(Tel: 2522-2011; Fax: 2868-5858)

Report on Trail Walker 1999
By Toby Lo

Four old boys Phil ip Wong Sai Ying, Michael Sy, David Leung and Sylvester Chu (all  f rom 90's)  braved

the nature once again and f inished this  year's  Trai l  Walker Challenge under 40 hours.  David suf fered

from a minor muscle damage during the las t  quar ter  of  the journey but  the team st i l l  achieved their

ta rge t  t ime- table .  Four  teams o f  o ld  boys  formed the  suppor t  task  force  which suppl ied change o f

clothing, catering and logistic support around the clock. The young gentleman in the picture is Nicholas,

son of Council  Member Cheung Yuk Lam ('80).  The Walk is an OXFAM annual chari ty event.  Our team

raised about $12,000. I f  you are interested in sponsoring the team in the next year's challenge, please

respond to Tobysue@netvigator.com and we wil l  contact  you next  year.

Report on Trail Walker 1999

H a p p y
H o u r

Date :Eve ry  F r iday
Time:6:00p.m.–8:00p.m.

P lace :PSA Room
(nex t  t o  Schoo l  Canteen )

FREE OF CHARGE

Come and
join us

for a nice
chat!

H a p p y
H o u r
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ASSOCIATION'S WEB SITE
The Association has already launched

i ts  own web s i te .  Come and vis i t  us

at :

http: / /www.wahyan-psa.org.hk



Wahyanites and their families with
Fr.Coghlan S.J. in the Annual Retreat

The Bi r thday Cake with ( f rom left)

F r.  Deignan S.J . ,  F r.Coghlan S.J . ,

Mr George Tam and Fr.  Baptista S.J .

The  en t i re  P roduc t ion  Team o f  t he

Star(1933-1989)CD Rom

The Hal l  with the Wahyanites

A N N O U N C E M E N T

Report on the Anniversary Dinner
By Toby Lo

Contrary  to  the  organiser ' s  worr ies ,  over  1500 gues t s  turned up changing the  headache in to  a  more enjoyable

nature.  During the day,  over 60 s tudents  and teachers s tar ted preparat ion at  8:00 am. The orchestra pract ised the

whole morning to get  their  pieces r ight .  Amongst  the special  guests  were our 3 ex-principals  Fr.  Deignan S. J .  ,  Fr.

Bapt is ta  S. J .  and Fr.  Coghlan S. J . ;  Mr.  L i  Sew Sun the Headmaster  of  Pun U Wah Yan Associat ion Pr imary School ;

Mr.  S tephen Lam Sui  Lun,  the Guest  o f  Honour  of  our  Speech Day ear l ier  on;  S i r  Er ic  Ho Tung;  S i r  Gordon Wu;

Mr & Mrs.  Anthony Li ,  long term fr iends and patrons to the School;  and Mr.  Wong Kin Wai (1936) who is  bel ieved

to be the most senior old boy. From the North America Chapters we also had 5 members at tending the dinner.  Half

way through a f ter  the Pr incipal ' s  address ,  the a tmosphere took a  dras t ic  warming up when everybody le f t  thei r

seats to meet old friends and took pictures. Various prizes were presented and we got a chance to meet our eccentric

Chemistry Master Mr. Wong Chung Tai,  minus his rat tan school bag !  The 'Outstanding Students of the Year'  Award

was a lso announced.  This  year,  the recipients  are :  Lau Fu-man (6S1) ,  Shui  Cheuk- t ing (6S2)  and Wong Wing- to

(6S2).  Among these three students,  Lau Fu-man is elected 'Student Ambassador'.  The STAR CD-ROM team off icial ly

handed over the project to the School and on the spot over 300 sets were sold generating close to $100,000 revenue

for the Star  Edi tor ial  Board of  future years.

John Tan and a group of  old boys f rom 1981 gave a magnif icent  Andrew Lloyd-Webber s tyle performance reci t ing

80 years of  Wah Yan his tory.  At tendants lef t  not  only with warm memories,  laughter and a ful l  s tomach, each also

received a complimentary copy of  our Special  80th Anniversary Album plus a splendid cof fee mug on which Tsui

Pui Wang ( '78)  had printed our classroom black board.  My fr iends,  inspect  careful ly and you wil l  spot  our school

song on the notice board!

Amidst  swell ing eyes the dinner f inished at  about 11 p.m. with the Auld Lang Syne echoing the Grand Hall  which

witnessed the handover of  the SAR on 1st  July 1997.

Report on the 1999 Annual Retreat, 30-31 October 1999
By Sung Nee

For the f i rs t  t ime we had Xaviour house al l  to ourselves and we were or iginal ly hoping that  over 50 people could

come. In the end 36 people consis t ing of  10 famil ies  took part  in the event .  In al l  my three years  of  par t icipat ing

in the event,  this  was the f i rs t  t ime we had a large crowd of  youngsters  aged between about 4 to 10 joining us.

The weather  was f ine,  the water  was calm and the boat  t r ip to Cheung Chau was very pleasant .  Mr Ronnie Kung,

chairman of Wah Yan PSA Kowloon also joined us together with his fiancée. As usual, this retreat was rather different

f rom the re t reat  we had when we were in the school .  There was nobody to s top us ta lk ing and in fact  we ta lked

throughout the retreat  period.

The discussion session focused on improving relat ionship within the family.  In order to get  the youngsters talking,

a group of  us  led them to a separate room to ta lk  about  thei r  parents  whi le  we ta lked about  our  chi ldren.  Those

who are in the "embarrassing" age i .e.  those who are in their twenties and have not yet married joined us but spoke

f rom thei r  v iew point  as  chi ldren ra ther  than as  expect ing parents ,  because,  to  quote  one of  them " i t  i s  too far

away to contemplate."  Many people spoke,  but  the emerging theme was communicat ion.   The key to bet ter  family

relationships is communication. Some communicate over the Mahjong table, some communicate over Sunday mass.

 Mos t  o f  us  communica te  dur ing  d inner t ime when a l l  fami ly  members  ga ther.  I t  was  perhaps  preaching to  the

converted, because those who brought their families probably placed great emphasis on family values in any event,

but i t  was s t i l l  good to exchange ideas and thoughts with each other.

As usual ,  we went down to the market  place for  "    "  and i t  was one of  the highl ights  of  the retreat .  The congee

and the f r ied noodles were real ly superb and I  enjoyed mysel f  thoroughly.

For those of  you who has not  joined us,  I  highly recommend that  you join us next  year.  To begin with,  there wil l

be a room for  each person.  I f  you l ike a double room with your wife,  i t  i s  also avai lable but  in any event  pr ivacy

is  no problem at  al l .  The place was clean and quiet  and the food homely.   Whether you are a Catholic or  of  some

other fai th or have no fai th at  al l ,  this  retreat  wil l  s t i l l  be of  great  benefi t  to you.

The retreat  ended with a seafood dinner on the second day.

Specia l  thanks  to  Fa ther  Coghlan for  organis ing  the  re t rea t  and to  Mr K K Kwong for  a r ranging the  marvel lous

seafood dinner.
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Lines written on seeing a painting in the National Palace Museum, Taipei
"Children at Play on a Winter's Day"

Attributed to Su Han-Ch'en, Sung Dynasty (960-1279)

By Rev. Fr. Sean Coghlan, S.J.

Elder sister, younger brother

How you love to play

Gently, kindly teasing kitty

Will you always be that way?

Little kitty, lithe and frisky

You're so full of life and play

Pouncing, pawing never clawing

From early dawn to close of day

Elder sister, younger brother

Little kitty, listen, listen pray

Life gets tougher, people harder

Laughter rarer, so they say

Oh my lovely, lovely young ones

You'll  get old and grey

Compassion, kindness, joy and fun

Gifts sublime for you I pray

Lines written on seeing a painting in the National Palace Museum, Taipei
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*Due to typographic errors, this is a revised version. The Editorial Committee apologise to the contributors.



Wahyanites in the Michigan Chapter

Message  From the  Michigan Chapter

Message  From Michael  AuMessage  From Michael  Au
I t  i s  my honour to be the Chairman of  the Council  of  the Past  Students Associat ion this  year while t ransi t t ing into

the new mil lennium.

The Past  Students Associat ion was founded in 1935. In the past ,  i t  i s  al l  about bonding and networking amongst  a

close circle of  Old Boys.  Today, the number of Wan Yan Chai has grown and the PSA is even more interacting with

the school,  rendering operat ional and f inancial  assis tance, helping the Alma Mater in the making of  new Wah Yan

Chai.  There is  a cal l  for  the PSA to play a more pivotal  role amongst  the Old Boy network at  large.

By the name i t  bears ,  the PSA is  des t ined to  be the CORE of  the Old Boy network,  to  serve and respond to  the

needs and aspi ra t ions  of  a l l  Wah Yan Chai ,  the Alma Mater,  as  wel l  as  the Jesui t  Fathers .  The Counci l  wants  to

seek every opportuni ty  to faci l i ta te  old boys coming together  and interact ing wi th one another.  We also want  to

serve as a channel through which old boys can assis t  or make donations to the Alma Mater.  We want to perpetuate

and foster  the Spir i t  of  Wah Yan that  we so cher ish amongst  ourselves af ter  leaving school .  We want  to keep our

ident i t ies  as  Wah Yan Chai  proud and meaningful .  These are the key pol ic ies  of  my term of  of f ice as  Chairman,

and I  hope that  for  my successors for  the years to come.

I f  you have any quest ions,  please do not hesi tate to cal l  me.

Thanks and regards,

Michael

Message  From the  Michigan Chapter
The  Wah Yan  (Mich igan )  Pas t  S tuden t s  As soc ia t ion  was  incorpora ted  on  Oc tober  15 ,  1999 .  S ince  our  chap te r

i s  mos t l y  composed  o f  s tuden t s ,  we  a im to  p rov ide  a  be t t e r  knowledge  fo r  s tuden t s  in  bo th  Wah Yan  Co l lege ,

H o n g  K o n g  &  K o w l o o n  w h o  p l a n  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a .  O u r  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s  i n c l u d e

f r i end ly  socce r  ma tch ,  bowl ing ,  pa in tba l l  and  baske tba l l  tou rnament s .  Wish ing  our  a lma  mate r  eve ry  succes s

i n  c e l e b r a t i n g  o u r  8 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y.  F e e l  f r e e  t o  v i s i t  o u r  w e b  s i t e  a t  h t t p : / / w w w. u m i c h . e d u / ~ w y m i p s a  o r

con tac t  u s  a t  wymipsa@umich.edu.
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